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	Dates To Remember

	Jan 18
	FC Sherman Sea Cadets Annual Meeting

	Feb 19
	Coast Guard Birthday, 1941

	Feb
	Metro Detroit Annual Meeting

	Mar 8
	Naval Reserve Birthday Ball

	Ma 18
	Armed Forces Day

	Apr 4
	ROTC Awards Banquet

	Apr 15-17
	Sea, Air, Space Convention

	Jun 6
	D-Day Landing

	Jun 18-22
	Navy League National Convention

	
	


Metro Detroit Council US Navy League

215 Nakomis, Lake Orion, MI  48362  248-267-4951

2300 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201  703-528-1775
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CDR James M. Semerad, SC, USNR

Your Board of Directors wishes you a healthy and prosperous new year.

We hope you have enjoyed some of the programs this last year.  Highlights include the reception at the Detroit Athletic Club for the CO of the ‘Teddy’ Roosevelt, Great Lakes Region meeting in Detroit, Recruiting District Awards Banquet, several Change of Commands, area Navy Day Balls in Lansing and Battle Creek, Navy League Sunday at Mariners church, Legislative Forum in Lansing, University of Michigan ROTC awards, Murray Wright and Franklin High School NJROTC awards banquets, and many more.

We have a full agenda for next year.  We are looking for people with some innovative ideas to make next year even more exciting.  We owe it to our sea services in the area to support them further.

We will host many of the same events next year.  Additionally, we will be working with the area commands to bring a Naval Reserve Birthday Ball to the area in March.  Also, look for some special luncheon and dinner speaker engagements.  We apologize that some of these are short fused due to short lead time notice of visiting speakers.

We are actively recruiting for guest cruises aboard the USS Michigan and home ported ships in Norfolk, VA .  Additionally, the commissioning of the USS Ronald Reagan will be conducted in Newport News in April 2003.  What an event.

The best way to stay up to date is to send us your email address and check our web site.  It is still under construction, but will link you to state wide activities, including the Grayfox, Recruiting District, Sea Cadets, and much more.

Hope to see you soon.  

Naval Reserve Birthday Ball  Saturday, March 8, 2003

Mac & Rays

Thomas Hall (RADM, Ret)

Asst Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs

The Michigan area Navy League in cooperation with the US Naval Reserve Center, Naval Air Reserve at Selfridge ANGB, Naval Academy Alumni Assn, US Naval Sea Cadets, and area Sea Service Commands will sponsor a Naval Reserve Birthday Ball on Saturday, March 8, 2003 at Mac and Rays near the Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Mt Clemens, MI (RADM Hall visited us once before at Selfridge).

To sign up or register, please complete the application in the newsletter or send an email to bobmcgovern@yahoo.com to receive an electronic application.
February - Annual Meeting of the Metro Detroit Council of the Navy League of the United St ates:  Our annual meeting and elections will be held in February.  If you are interested in  nominating a Navy League member for an Officer position within the Metro Detroit Council, please contact Richard Shapack at shapack@butzel.com, or 248-505-8008, Chairman of the Nominating Committee by 31 January.
Navy League to Transition to Electronic Communication

http: www.michnavyleague.org
www.navyleague.org
Navy Leagues across the country are moving toward electronic communications.  National Navy League is moving away from paper reports and all council documentation is accessible from the Navy League web site in the online community.  Log on the Navy League web site and sign up today www.navyleague.org.   An initiative has been established for Navy League Councils to establish their own web page at the Navy League web site.  This does not replace existing council web sites.

The Metro Detroit Council is working with the Great Lakes Region to create a Michigan and Great Lakes Region web site where councils in the Great Lakes Region will have one stop Navy League information.

The Metro Detroit Council will move toward electronic newsletters.  If you wish to receive the newsletter, please send an email to jim.semerad@eds.com.  This will allow us to save significant postage and printing costs.
Navy League Online Community

January 18, 2003

An educational and training session on the Navy Leagues online community and council electronic reporting will be conducted in the Metro Detroit area on January 18.   For more information and to register, contact Sarah Whitlock at 248-546-2861 whitlockre@sprynet.com or Gordon Rosberg at 269-979-3474  gordon_rosberg@glfn.org 
Congressional Contact Center 
http://www.navyleague.org/legislative_affairs.htm
In your own words, and on your personal stationery—write to your Senators and your Representative or by E-mail at the Navy League’s Congressional Contact Center, www.navyleague.org under the Legislative section. Letters to your local newspapers also would be helpful.  To find your representative's phone number, you may call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and ask for your Senator's and/or Representative's office. 
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Board of Directors
President  

Mark Petroff

313-919-3962

mpetroff@dttus.com
Executive Vice President 

Jon Bayless

248-360-7505

BaylessJW@aol.com
Secretary

Michael Bennett

810-468-7490

mbbennett@comcast.net
Treasurer

James M. Semerad
248-265-7565

Jim.semerad@eds.com
Vice Presidents

Richard A. Shapack
248-644-2800


Joe Walsh, Capt (Ret)
248-473-0880
William Barnhardt
810-984-2400

Mel J. Kates

313-831-4950

Lee E. Landes

248-661-1714

Philip Winteringham
419-691-8171

Navy Public Affairs Center - Norfolk
Director,
9420 Third Avenue, Suite 200
Norfolk, VA 23511-2127
phone: 757-444-8331   fax: 757-445-2085
Navy Office of Information - Midwest
Director,
Navy Office of Information - Midwest
55 East Monroe St., Suite 1402
Chicago, IL 60603-5705
phone: 312-606-0360    fax: 312-606-0563

You are strongly encouraged to contact one of the volunteers listed and become involved. The Navy League provides  a connection with the local community and the active duty commands.  Your participation will be an inspiration for our Navy community in southeast Michigan

US Navy Ships Cruise

Jerry Solomon at jstogy@yahoo.com
The Metro Detroit Council in cooperation with the Hampton Roads Council and Navy's Public Affairs Office is preparing to offer a ships cruise out of Norfolk, Virginia as part of the Guests of the Navy Program.  Civilian guests are ideally mid to senior level executives that may assist with recruiting and other Navy objectives.  Examples of candidates are business proprietors, civic leaders, and school officials.

The Department of the Navy will not defray or reimburse any personal expense.  Guests must provide their own transportation to and from ports of embarkation and debarkation.  Guests will also be charged a nominal expense for meals.

The Metro Detroit Council has made arrangements with the Hampton Roads Council to coordinate these logistics.  Airfare can be obtained for approximately $200.00 and airport shuttles provide transportation to the Naval Base.  Over-night lodging may been necessary due to travel schedule.  
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors
This is published to let you know that we have some significant events planned for the upcoming year and need you help.  If you can help with some of these events, contact one of your Navy League officers listed in this newsletter/

Date:   Wednesday, 20 November 2002 
1.  Review of Old Business/Recent Activities: 
   a.  Treasurer's Report 
   b.  Recent Events including, NRD Michigan     Awards Banquet, USS Theodore Roosevelt Visit, 
   c.  Sea Cadets (Status Update), Change of Command 
   d.  Grayfox (Status Update) 
   e.  USNL Website 
2.   New Business 
   a.  Budget/Annual Report for CY03 
   b.  Annual Dinner/Elections - Nominating Committee discussion 
   c.  ROTC Awards Banquest 
   d.  Visit by Superintendent, USNA 
   e.  Daysails (USS Michigan, Norfolk, VA?) 

US Naval Academy Events

April 4-6

4 Apr - Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy Visit:  The Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, VADM Richard Naughton, USN,  will be visiting the Metro Detroit.  His visit will include the following events:
4 April - Annual ROTC Awards Banquet at the Ford Center in Dearborn 

5 April - Metro Detroit Council of the Navy Leage and  USNAAA Detroit Chapter event dinner meeting at the Detroit Athletic Club.
6 April - USNA Parent's Club of Michigan lunch meeting  

FC Sherman Sea Cadets

LTjg Crorey, email:  akacrorey@advnet.net
Phone:  810-984-8626
January 18 -  F.C. Sherman Division annual Holiday Party and Change of Command will be held from 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm at the National Guard Armory in Port Huron.  In addition to celebrating the accomplishments of the cadets, we will also be welcoming CWO Brad Brenske as the new Commanding Officer of the unit and bidding farewell to LT Mark Saunders.

Upcoming Sea Cadet Events

The FC Sherman Division meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month in Port Huron

18-JAN: CHANGE OF COMMAND AND UNIT AWARDS/HOLIDAY PARTY

01-MAR: UNIT INSPECTION 

14-16-MAR: FLAGSHIP COMPITITION-Marshall Street Armory-Lansing

11-13-APR: SEABEE CHALLENGE (tentative) Naval Reserve Center/Ft Custer-Battle Creek

13-14-SEP: D.C. OLYMPICS-Marshall Street Armory-Lansing
PROUD TO SERVE ON ACTIVE DUTY SUPPORTING OEF
By Capt John Bayless

11 SEPTEMBER 2001 WAS A DAY THAT CHANGED AMERICA AND EVERY PERSON WHO MAKES UP THIS GREAT NATION. IT’S AS IF THE HORRIFIC EVENTS OF THAT DAY HAPPENED YESTERDAY IN MY MIND. I WILL NEVER FORGET - - I AM STILL ENRAGED.

ON 8 APRIL 2002, I WAS RECALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY AS A MOBILIZED RESERVIST. I REPORTED TO 5TH FLEET HEADQUARTERS ON THE ISLAND OF BAHRAIN IN THE PERSIAN GULF AS DEPUTY COMMANDER, TASK FORCE FIVE SEVEN. MY MPRA (MARITIME PATROL AND RECONNASANCE AIRCRAFT) TASK FORCE SUPPORTED SPECIAL FORCES ON THE GROUND AS THEY WENT FROM CAVE TO CAVE IN AFGHANISTAN. IT ALSO APREHENDED SUSPECTED AL QAIDA MEMBERS ON THE OPEN SEAS AS THEY FLED HOT SPOTS IN THE REGION. THE MISSION FOR ME WAS CLEAR FROM THE BEGINNING -- BRING THOSE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACKS ON OUR NATION TO JUSTICE. I WOULD NOT REST UNTIL EVERY LAST TERRORIST WAS CAPTURED OR DEAD. 

WE ARE NOW 15 MONTHS INTO THE WAR ON GLOBAL TERRORISM AND IT HAS BEEN A LONG, TOUGH ROAD. THE TALIBAN NO LONGER CONTROLS AFGHANISTAN AS THE NEW GOVERNMENT MAKES ITS TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY, MANY AL QAIDA TRAINING CAMPS AND STRONG HOLDS HAVE BEEN DAMAGED OR DESTROYED. SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE AL QAIDA LEADERSHIP HAVE BEEN ARRESTED OR KILLED. THE ORGANIZATION IS ON THE RUN. EVEN WITH ALL OUR SUCCESSES, IT HAS NOT BEEN EASY. OSAMA BIN LADEN IS STILL AT LARGE, ATTACKS AROUND THE GLOBE CONTINUE AND WE HAVE MUCH WORK LEFT TO DO. THIS IS A WAR FOR CIVILIZATION. WE WILL WIN BECAUSE WE HAVE TO AND OUR CAUSE IS JUST. THERE IS NOTHING MORE IMPORTANT FOR THIS GENERATION, AT THIS POINT IN TIME, THAN WINNING AGAINST THOSE  THOSE WHO OPPOSE US AND HATE OUR WAY OF LIFE. THE FREEDOMS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG AMERICANS WHO COME BEHIND US CERTAINLY DEPENDS ON OUR ABILITY TO DEFEAT IT.

BEING BACK IN MICHIGAN THESE PAST FEW WEEKS CONFIRMS MY RESOLVE. WATCHING MY DAUGHTERS BASKETBALL GAME, LISTENING TO AMERICAN MUSIC, SEEING FAMILIES IN THE MALL, AND VOTING IN AN ELECTION ARE JUST SOME OF THE REASONS I KNEW WHY I HAD TO REPORT FOR DUTY LAST APRIL. I AM PROUD TO SERVE AND PROUD OF THOSE WHO SERVE WITH ME. I AM GRATEFUL FOR THOSE WHO SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO DON’T TO UNDERSTAND.
FLIGHT MISSION 4 MISSILE TEST SUCCESSFUL 
NEWS RELEASE from the United States Department of Defense

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) and the U.S. Navy announced today a successful flight test in the continuing development of the Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) element of the Ballistic Missile Defense System.  Flight Mission-4 (FM-4)involved the firing of a developmental Standard Missile 3 (SM-3)from the Aegis ballistic missile defense cruiser USS Lake Erie to engage a ballistic missile target launched from the Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF) on the island of Kauai, Hawaii.

The target was launched at 2:30 p.m. Hawaiian Standard Time (7:30 p.m. EST).  The USS Lake Erie, equipped with Aegis BMD computer programs and equipment, developed a fire control

solution without any external sensor inputs.  Within two minutes after target launch the Aegis Weapon System fired the SM-3 guided missile.  Approximately two minutes later, the missile's kinetic warhead acquired, tracked and diverted into the target,

demonstrating the Aegis BMD system's capability to engage the ballistic missile target in the ascent phase.  This was the third consecutive target intercept.

The primary objective of this test is to demonstrate the Aegis BMD system capability to engage the ballistic missile target in the ascent phase of flight. Extensive engineering evaluation data has been collected for analyses in preparation for future flight tests.  Project officials will evaluate the data and incorporate changes as required.

With the success of the FM-3 flight test on June 13, 2002, the Aegis BMD project has accelerated its flight-testing objectives.  The next test, FM-4, marks the beginning of a six flight test series to develop an emergency deployment sea based ballistic missile defense against short-to-medium range ballistic

missiles.  FM-4 is the first developmental flight test against

more complex and stressing ballistic missile engagement scenarios.  An extensive ground test program had already conducted successful testing of elements of the Aegis BMD system.

MDA and the Navy manage the Aegis BMD Project.  Raytheon Missile Systems, Tucson, Ariz., is the prime contractor for the development of the SM-3 missile.  Lockheed Martin Naval

Electronic and Surveillance Systems, Moorestown, N.J., manages the development of the Aegis Weapon System installed in Aegis cruisers and destroyers.
ARMY WATERCRAFT 

Courtesy of Charles Schott 


"The U.S. Army's Navy has been in existence since 1775 when General George Washington sent armed ships against the powerful British Navy, predating the creation of the Continental Navy.  The Army's marine support became an important element in providing transport to the Army's far-flung outposts from the Revolutionary War into the twentieth century.  The Army Transport Service (ATS), born out of necessity during the aftermath of the Spanish American War, was a civilian organization operating the Army's transports and supply ships, until the role was taken over by what is now the Military Sealift Command in 1950.  During World War II, the Army had the largest fleet of any organization, numbering almost 75,000 vessels ranging from troop transports to landing craft.

Today the U.S. Army's Transportation Corps operates a number of vessels mainly at Fort Eustis, Virginia and throughout the world.  The three newest vessels in the Army's fleet include the 273-foot Logistic Support Vessel (LSV), the 174-foot Landing Craft Utility (LCU 2000 class), and the 128-foot Large Tug (LT).  All of these vessels are crewed by Army soldiers and commanded by Army Warrant Officers."
US Army TACOM, Warren, MI:  The Army's Modular Causeway System (MCS) serves an important purpose in transferring Army equipment from sea to shore.  A component of Joint Logistics-over-the-Shore (JLOTS), MCS functions as an intermediary way-point when necessary.  If a deep-water port is not available or has been rendered not usable, the MCS can be used to accept rolling stock and cargo from a deep draft ship.  This cargo is then loaded onto small Army watercraft for transit to the shore.  Dedicated Army units transport and assemble the MCS pieces whenever and wherever needed, to deploy as a self-sufficient system.  (from Charles Schott'85 USNA).   
PRIVATE
NAVY LEAGUE CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION 1902 - 2002
Civilian Organization Founded with the support of Theodore Roosevelt

The Navy League of the United States is the foremost national organization representing all the sea services. Our slogan "Citizens in Support of the Sea Services" represents our mission-to serve, support and stand with the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.

In celebration of its centennial year, the patriotic organization asked citizens to reflect upon the legacy of American sea power and how it has contributed to our security.
Annual ROTC Awards Banquet at the Ford Center in Dearborn 

The 46th Annual ROTC black tie Awards Banquet will be held on Friday evening, April 4, 2003 in Ford’s new Conference & Events Center across the street from the Ford Museum in Dearborn. Awards will be presented to about 90 outstanding Army & Air Force cadets and Navy midshipmen from all seven Michigan Universities with ROTC programs.
 
The guest speaker will be Vice Admiral Richard  J. Naughton, USN, Superintendent of the U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.

 
Tickets will be $50 per person. For more information call (734) 697-8076 or send email to: speedgant@aol.com  
2003 Sea-Air-Space Exposition
Washington, DC
April 15-17 at Marriott Wardman Park Hotel
Navy League National Convention
Honolulu, HI
June 18-22  at the Hilton Hawaii Village
USEFUL NAVY WEBSITES  
Department of Defense (DefenseLink): http://www.defenselink.mil/
Naval Reserve Force: http://www.navres.navy.mil/navresfor
Naval Reserve News Service:  www.navres.navy.mil/navresfor/n01p_pub/index.htm
Naval Reservist News: www.navres.navy.mil/navresfor/nrn/index.html
Navy Exchange: http://www.navy-nex.com/
Navy Fact File: www.chinfo.navy.mil/navpalib/factfile/ffiletop.html
Navy Library: http://www.history.navy.mil/library/
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Ship Grayfox

The USNSCS Grayfox completed an ambitious program this year by performing a Great Lakes cruise to the Traverse City area.  The Navy canceled its traditional Great Lakes cruise program in 2002 and three Sea Cadet ships in the Great Lakes area filed the void to help the Navys recruiting program.  This was partially supported by the Navys first ever funding of the Sea Cadet program.  The 2003 Defense budget again includes a 1 million dollar allocation to support the Sea Cadets.
Washington Times 20 DEC 02

Inside The Ring, The new Navy
By Bill Gertz and Rowan Scarborough

The Navy is circulating a slide presentation on transformation that

shows a 10-year shift in focus: In 1992, the Navy moved from global threats to "regional challenges."


The war on terrorism has brought the service full circle. "Enhancing

security in today's dynamic environment requires us to expand our strategic focus to include both evolving regional challenges and transnational threats," the new presentation states.


The briefing says the Navy's three themes are Sea Shield, Sea Strike and Sea Basing.


Sea Strike: "Seize the initiative, disrupt enemy timelines, pre-empt adversary options."


Sea Shield: "Protect joint forces and allies ashore. Extend

defensive umbrella deep inland. Strengthen strategic stability. Provide operational security."


Sea Basing: "Using 70 percent of the Earth's surface as joint maneuver space."


The Navy envisions a fleet of 375 ships, a 70-ship increase. The fleet will include 12 aircraft carriers, 37 amphibious ships, 160 surface combatants and 73 submarines.


The whole concept will be tested under a program called Sea Trial. Other components are Sea Warrior (innovative manning concepts, skill

portability) and Sea Enterprise (targeting efficiencies, asset reallocation).
US Navy League
The activities in which Navy League councils participate range from the sponsorship of seminars and speakers to scholarship programs and a wide range of family support services.   

The Metro Detroit Council supports the Naval Reserve District Detroit, Naval Air Facility Detroit, Naval Recruiting District Detroit, US Coast Guard Station Detroit,USCGC Bristol Bay, Coast Guard Marine Inspector Port of Detroit, Marine Corps Reserve Center Detroit, Marine Corps Recruiting, 1st BN, 24th Marines, 4th Marine Division, University of Michigan NJROTC, Murray Wright High School NJROTC, Franklin High School NJROTC, Mariners Church of Detroit, FC Sherman Division of the Sea Cadets, and the USNSCS Grayfox
Navy League Merchandise
www.navyleague.org 

Hours of Operation  9:00 am - 5:00 pm ET

Phone   301-989-6400

US Navy League 800-356-5760

Metro Detroit Council

215 Nakomis Trail

Lake Orion, MI  48362

Jms43rad@cs.com

Mission Statement

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that its national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services - United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard, and United States Merchant Marine. 

The organization's mission is: 

· Educate national leaders and the nation

· Support the men and women of the sea services

· Provide assistance to the sea services
· Support youth programs.







